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1. Introduction 

The Joseph Rowntree School is committed to providing an inclusive learning 
environment where all students are supported to achieve their full potential. We 
recognise that every student is unique and strive to remove barriers to learning, 
participation and achievement. 

This report outlines how we support students with Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities (SEND), in line with the Children and Families Act 2014 and the SEND 
Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years (2015). 

A child or young person has special educational needs if they have a learning difficulty 
or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for them. 

A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty or 
disability if they: 

● Have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of 
the same age; or 

● Have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of 
educational facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in 
mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 institutions. 

The Joseph Rowntree School provides SEND support for students in Years 7 to 11 
and those in the Sixth Form. 

2. What are Special Educational Needs and Disabilities? 

A student has Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) if they have a 
learning difficulty or disability which requires special educational provision. 

A young person's needs are generally identified within the following four broad areas: 

● Communication and interaction 
● Cognition and learning 
● Social, emotional and mental health 
● Sensory and/or physical needs 



3. The Joseph Rowntree School SEND Offer 

We provide: 

● Quality First Teaching. 
● Ordinary available provision. 
● A strong partnership with the City of York Local Offer. 
● Strong autism and neurodivergence awareness through our Enhanced 

Resource Provision (ERP – Wiltshire) in-reach offer. 

Our aim is to ensure that students with SEND receive appropriate support to access 
learning, develop their independence and make progress. 

4. Who are the key leaders and staff in the SEND team? 

SEND provision is led by: 

● Mrs A Jones – SENDCo / Head of Inclusion. 
● Mrs O Wardell – Deputy SENCO. 
● Mrs S Fisher – Assistant Head of Inclusion / ERP Lead. 
● Mrs R Bloor – Specialist KS3 Teacher. 
● Mrs H McCollin – SEND Administrator. 

Additional support includes: 

● 2 High Level Teaching Assistants (HLTA) and one TA3 leading literacy and 
numeracy interventions. 

● 1 SEMH Lead and 1 Teaching Assistants dedicated to emotional wellbeing 
intervention including ELSA support. 

● 2 TA3s supporting students with visual impairment needs. 
● 17 TA2s providing support in lessons.  

Which additional staff are involved with Year 6 transition? 

● Mrs R Clarke – Assistant Headteacher KS3. 
● Progress Leaders. 
● Pastoral Managers. 
● Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead (DDSL). 
● Attendance Team. 

5. How does the school identify SEND? 

We use a range of information and assessment processes to help identify students' 
strengths, needs and barriers to learning. These include: 

● Information received from primary schools during transition. 



● Attainment data collected at key points throughout the academic year. 
● Internal and external assessment and screening processes. 
● Teacher observations. 
● Data tracking and monitoring of progress. 
● Information provided by parents and carers. 
● Advice and documentation from external agencies. 

6. How does the school support students with SEND? 

Our SEND offer includes: 

● Quality First Teaching. 
● Pastoral care and support. 
● Adaptive teaching strategies, including scaffolding and the promotion of 

metacognition. 
● Wave 2 and Wave 3 literacy and numeracy interventions. 
● ELSA support. 
● Restorative Practice. 
● The use of assistive technology. 
● Consideration and implementation of exam access arrangements, where 

appropriate. 
● School Careers Advice. 

We aim to provide support that is appropriate to each student's individual needs and 
enables them to participate fully in school life. 

7. How do we share information with members of staff? 

We share information about students' needs and recommended support through: 

● Pupil Passports. 
● SEND Learning Plans. 
● Personal Emergency Evacuation Plans (PEEPs). 
● Professional and external reports. 

This helps staff understand students' individual needs and implement appropriate 
support strategies. 

8. How do we work with External Agencies? 

We work with a range of external agencies to support students with SEND. This is not 
an exhaustive list and may include: 

● City of York Specialist Teaching Team. 
● City of York Educational Psychologist Service. 



● CAMHS. 
● Wellbeing in Mind Team. 
● The School Wellbeing Service. 
● Specialist Learning and Employment Advisors. 

We value partnership working with external professionals to help meet the needs of 
our students. 

9. How do we work with Parents and Carers? 

We recognise the importance of working in partnership with parents and carers to 
support students with SEND. 

We work with parents and carers through: 

● Scheduled parent/carer meetings. 
● SEND review meetings, either with pastoral staff or members of the SEND 

team. 
● Academic reports. 
● Regular communication with parents and carers. 
● Opportunities to include student voice. 

We aim to maintain open communication and work collaboratively with families to 
support positive outcomes for students. 

10. How can you contact the SEND team? 

Email: send@josephrowntreeschool.co.uk 

Telephone: 01904 552 144 

Telephone: 01904 552 158 

11. The City of York Local Offer 

The York SEND Local Offer sets out services and activities available to children and 
young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities; support is available 
from birth to 25 years old. Our website also provides helpful information for families, 
and resources for professionals working in SEN services.  

Information on the York Local Offer can be found below: 

Welcome to York SEND Local offer – York SEND Local Offer  

12. Complaints 

https://www.yorksend.org/


If a parent or carer is unhappy with any aspect of SEND provision, they should contact 
the SEND team or their child's pastoral team in the first instance. 

If a parent or carer remains unhappy with SEND provision, they should follow the 
school's complaints policy. 

The Joseph Rowntree School complaints procedure can be found at: 

https://www.josephrowntree.co.uk/Policies/ 

Review 

This report is reviewed annually. 

 

https://www.josephrowntree.co.uk/Policies/
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